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Paul Blanshard (above) addresses capacity audience in Jacksonville’s First Baptist Church 


POAU’s record as a national agency of religious freedom during this 
crucial hour in world history proves that it merits the most generous support 
of all democratic Americans, Paul Blanshard, author of American Freedom 
and Catholic Power, told 3,500 persons who filled churches in St. Petersburg, 
Tampa, Daytona Beach and Jacksonville, Florida, as he toured the state 


lat month under POAU auspices. 
Immediately after each rally, promi- 
nent local leaders met to plan the for- 
mation of POAU chapters in their 
areas. 

The national organization deserves 
particular appreciation, Blanshard de- 
clared, for its role in effectively de- 
fending the integrity of the American 
public school system against innocent- 
seeming but seriously defective edu- 
cational bills which have been intro- 
duced in Washington. “Separation of 





church and state,’ he said, “is the 
most distinctive policy of our de- 
mocracy and must be maintained at 
all costs... . The public school is 
our most precious heritage. In it, 
children of all faiths learn to know 
and appreciate one another.” If 
POAU’s hand is not strengthened, he 
warned, America is in danger of suc- 
cumbing to the same fate which has 


(Continued on page 4) 


Federal Aid Jam 
Still Unbroken 


“New” bills for federal aid to edu- 
cation have been introduced in the 
current session of Congress, but no 
significant change in the situation has 
occurred and there is no likelihood 
that any will be reported out of com- 
mittee. The primary stumbling 
block remains—the Roman Catholic 
hierarchy’s intransigeance in their 
position: “No federal aid for any 
expenses of public schools unless you 
grant federal aid for auxiliary serv- 
ices of parochial schools!” 

Senators James Murray (D., 
Mont.) and Brien McMahon (D., 
Conn.) have introduced S. 947, which 
would completely meet the _hier- 
archy’s present demand by providing 
for direct federal grants of money for 
parochial school bus transportation 
in those states whose constitutions 
forbid this practice by state author- 
ities. Other members of the House 
and Senate, however, are prepared to 
introduce opposing bills should the 
issue become an immediate one. 
Among these, of course, is Rep. Gra- 
ham A. Barden (D., N.C.) a staunch 
advocate of public funds for public 
schools only. 





MAKING PROGRESS? 


“A great many Catholics have been 
hoodwinked by the idea of separa- 
tion of church and state.”—Father 
Charles F. X. Dolan, S. J., in a Lent- 
en talk before the Knights of Co- 
lumbus in Buffalo, N. Y. 





Priest Sole Speaker 
At Catholic “Town Hall’ 


If it is possible to have a “Town 
Meeting” on a highly controversial 
subject with only one speaker, and 
before an audience which has been 
forbidden by ecclesiastical decree to 
become acquainted with the subject 
under discussion, then a “Town 
Meeting” was held recently at Dun- 
barton College, a Roman Catholic 
institution in Washington, D. C. 
Father Daniel E. Power, Georgetown 
University history professor, deliv- 
ered a lecture on “Blanshard’s At- 
tack on the Catholic Church” in a 
small classroom with about 25 per- 
sons—nearly all Catholics—present. 

The talk was one of a series spon- 
sored by the International Federa- 
tion of Catholic Alumnae. This re- 
porter paid 75 cents admission to at- 
tend the “Town Meeting.” 


At the outset of the lecture, Father 
Power said that he would not bother 
to reply specifically to the docu- 
mented charges made by Paul Blan- 
shard in his American Freedom and 
Catholic Power, because Blanshard’s 
“distortions” were so numerous that 
it would take “volumes” to reply. 
Instead, he explained, he would cen- 
ter his discussion around the question 
of whether or not all persons should 
believe in the divinity of Christ—a 
question with which Blanshard did 
not concern himself in his book but 
which, Father Power insisted, is the 
“fundamental question before us.” 





No Dissent 


There was no controversy what- 
soever at this misnamed “Town 
Meeting.” Nearly all the questions 
came from perplexed Roman Cath- 
olic laymen who asked Father Power 
to tell them what was in Blanshard’s 
book—since they were not allowed 
to read it for themselves—or to tell 
them how they should reply to non- 
Catholics who are shocked by the 
seeming immorality of Roman Cath- 
olic annulment and other practices, 
or to tell them something about 
Blanshard’s personal beliefs and pri- 
vate life. 

Only once did anything occur to 
indicate that the meeting was not an 
exclusively Catholic affair—a lady 
who identified herself as an Episco- 
palian begged the audience to under- 
stand that members of her church 
also believe in the divinity of Christ. 
But no one discussed the principle 
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‘Churchman’ Lauds POAU 
Victory in Cincinnati 


A recent issue of The Churchman throws a well-deserved bouquet in the 
direction of the Cincinnati chapter of POAU for effectively championing the 
public interest against lax officials and greedy prelates in that city. The 


magazine wrote: 


“While the Roman Catholic press, including The Tablet of Brooklyn, has 


been assuring its readers that Prot- 
estants and Other Americans United 
is bound to fold up, the organization 
continues to accomplish practical re- 
sults in various parts of the United 
States. One of the latest results was 
reported in the Cincinnati Post of 
February 13. It will be recalled that 
many Cincinnati citizens have been 
indignant because public tax money 
has been given to public schools 
which are in essence Roman paro- 
chial schools, staffed by nuns. One 
of these was St. Bernard public 
school. The local chapter of POAU 
took the position that the $50,000 
a year paid to the school for building 
rental and teachers’ salaries was il- 
legal. The amount had been paid 
annually for fifteen years. The St. 
Bernard school board, prompted by 





FREE RIDES’ SOUGHT 
BY PAROCHIAL SCHOOLS 


Stepping up its drive to secure 
“fringe” benefits for parochial schools 
as the entering wedge for securing 
large-scale government support, the 
Roman Catholic hierarchy has suc- 
ceeded in having bus transportation 
bills introduced into various state 
legislatures. 

Authorization for free transporta- 
tion of parochial school children on 
public school busses is being sought 
in Wisconsin. Ellis H. Dana, exec- 
utive secretary of the Wisconsin 
Council of Churches and a member 
of POAU’s executive committee, has 
asked ministers of the Council’s 1500 
churches to “study carefully the im- 
plied provisions” of the state Senate 


(Continued on back page) 





of separation of church and state. 

The subject of one of the forth- 
coming meetings in the series has 
been announced as “Policies, Per- 
sonnel, Methods, etc., of Protestants 
and Other Americans United for 
Separation of Church and State.”— 


S. L. 








the archdiocese, has now announced 
that the school curriculum but gave 
religious instruction—which means 
instruction in Roman dogma~—-before 
classes opened. The ‘intolerant and 
bigoted’ Americans when organized, 
can succeed against the Roman ep- 
croachments on separation of church 
and state. 

“How do Cincinnati Protestants 
and other non-Roman citizens fee] 
as they recall that they have spent 
three quarters of a million dollars for 
the teaching of Roman dogma?” 





“Let it be said once and for 
all that the right of a citizen to 
enjoy the special privilege of 
patronizing a church school in 
no way obligates the state to as- 
sist him in exercising his priv- 
ilege. In the case of an epi- 
demic, the public health depart- 
ment may immunize all who 
will use its facilities. At the 
same time, the law permits each 
person in the community who 
prefers to use the facilities of 
his own private physician. 
Would anyone contend that the 
public should assume the bur- 
den of the private medical fee?” 

-Dr. Joseph M. Dawson, re- 
cording secretary of POAU, in 
a recent address before the 
American Federation of Teach- 
ers. 
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TURTLE CREEK CHAPTER SETS 
1951 FUNDS GOAL 





Leaders of the pace-making Turtle Creek (Pa.) Chapter of POAU, who have adopted a 


minimum 1951 fund-raising quota of $600, are pictured above. 


Seated, left to right, are 


The Rev. C. Duane Wickard, pastor of the First Presbyterian Church; James L. Miles, chapter 
president; Earl Yates, vice-president; R. Raymond Keirs, secretary; Thomas |. Stevenson, 


treasurer; and Raymond D. Taylor, chairman, by-laws committee. 


Standing, left to right, 


are William J. Philpot, Daniel E. Hughes, John |. Adams, Mrs. John |. Adams, Mrs. Marion S. 


Miles, Herbert Strong (secretary of the quota committee) and William Loehr. 


Not present 


when the picture was taken was Harry Coyne, Jr. 


A minimum quota of $600 has 
been set by the Turtle Creek (Pa.) 
Chapter of POAU as its 1951 fund- 
raising goal. Planning a compre- 
hensive series of mass meetings, sup- 
pers and other public gatherings, 
chapter leaders are confident that 
they will reach and exceed the goal. 


Upon being informed of this ac- 
tion of the unit, POAU Executive 
Director Glenn L. Archer declared: 
“The leaders and members of the 
Turtle Creek Chapter are to be con- 
gratulated for their realistic and in- 
telligent concern for the practical 
needs of our nation-wide religious lib- 
erty movement. This is a fine ex- 
ample for all POAU local units to 
follow. Each of us, individually and 
collectively, must contribute to the 
best of his ability so that POAU may 
guard the ramparts of freedom at all 
points of danger.” 

Some weeks earlier, Archer had 
spoken at a chapter-sponsored mass 
meeting in the First Methodist 
Church of Turtle Creek, and was 
greeted by a large and enthusiastic 
audience. James L. Miles, chapter 
president, presided over the rally. 

Among the outstanding leaders of 
this fighting chapter are Earl Yates, 
vice-president; R. Raymond Keirs, 
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secretary; and Thomas I. Stevenson, 
treasurer. 

Another meeting held by the chap- 
ter some time ago proved to be of 
extraordinary interest because the 
principal address was made by the 
Rev. Dr. Flanagan, pastor of the 
Presbyterian Church of Irwin, Pa. 
A former Roman Catholic, the speaker 
described the policies and practices of 
the Roman church from direct and 
intimate personal experience. 





“ ‘Ways of Love, the European 
film trilogy containing ‘The Miracle,’ 

. which was banned in New York 
after Roman Catholic denunciations, 
has concluded the first week of its 
Los Angeles engagement at the 600- 
seat Monica Theatre with a gross of 
$8,000, making it, according to the 
trade paper Daily Variety, the most 
successful attraction in town on a 
comparative basis. The local en- 
gagement, the picture’s first outside 
of New York, has met with no overt 
opposition from the church.”?— 
Thomas A. Brady in The New York 
Times. (The New York ban is being 
appealed in the courts.) 





“Since ‘creating disunity’ has 
become almost the sole theme of 
POAU’s critics, it seems appro- 
priate that the cry be evalu- 
ated.... 

“Let us consider a few of the 
attitudes of POAU’s Catholic 
critics: (1) Toward America’s 
greatest single unifying influ- 
ence, the public schools—open 
hostility and attempted boy- 
cott; (2) toward religious 
liberty—the demand that Cath- 
olics anticipate the establish- 
ment of Catholicism as our na- 
tional religion; (3) toward aca- 
demic freedom and scientific 
progress—the demand _ that 
demonstrable truths be rejected 
when they conflict with Catho- 
lic dogma; (4) toward secular 
organizations—the recent out- 
burst against Catholic member- 
ship in service clubs, the segre- 
gation of children into ‘Catholic’ 
Boy (and Girl) Scouts, the seg- 
regation of workers into Catho- 
lic ‘unions within unions,’ and 
the segregation of former sol- 
diers into .. . ‘Catholic War Vet- 
erans.’ ”—Holton R. Small, in 
letter to the Washington Post. 











CATHOLIC LABOR UNION 
SOUGHT IN PUERTO RICO 


Formation of a Puerto Rican 
“Catholic Workers Union” has been 
proposed to leaders of the Roman 
Catholic hierarchy by the Knights of 
Columbus organization on the island. 

Alfonso Gonzalez, K. of C. secre- 
tary, told Bishops James P. Davis of 
San Juan and James E. McManus of 
Ponce that the plan would be to 
choose qualified Catholic workers for 
special training from Jesuits and 
other priests specializing in labor 
problems. “The entire organiza- 
tion,” reports Religious News Serv- 
ice, “would be under the supervision 
of the hierarchy.” 

Sectarian union organizations have 
been repeatedly condemned by top 
labor leaders in the United States, in- 
cluding such men as Walter Reuther 
and Daniel Tobin. Last year, Reu- 
ther stated that “the concept of trade 
unions based on religious reasons is 
wrong and strengthens the Commu- 
nists.” For his part, Tobin has de- 
clared: “A labor union divided along 
religious lines cannot survive. We 
have history to go by.” 








FLORIDA LEADERS WORKED HARD 
TO PAVE WAY FOR RALLIES 


In February, John C. Mayne, POAU director of organization, went to 
Florida to work with leading ministers and laymen in preparation for the 
series of religious liberty rallies which were tentatively planned for March. 

At Jacksonville, the Rev. Paul Duncan, minister of the Central Chris- 
tian Church, and Oliver Ramspott, a prominent layman, organized an in- 


formational meeting which was at- 
tended by 35 persons. Vital facts on 
current church-state issues were pre- 
sented. It was largely this group 
which publicized the great public 
meeting held a few weeks later in the 
First Baptist Church. The host pas- 
tor, Dr. Homer Lindsay, who wel- 
comed the audience, was gratified to 
note that every seat in the church 
was occupied. Interest in the Blan- 
shard lecture resulted in a lively 
open forum. 

At Daytona Beach, the beauti- 
ful Tourist Church provided an 
impressive setting for the POAU 
meeting. The Rev. Dr. Gordon Po- 
teat, brother of POAU’s National 
President, Dr. Edwin McNeill Po- 
teat, was host pastor. The Rev. Lee 
Nichols provided advance publicity, 
and the large attendance at the meet- 
ing resulted directly from the con- 
certed efforts of local ministers and 
laymen, with effective use of radio 
and newspaper media. 

Tampa set a good example of co- 
operation between ministers and lay- 
men. The Rev. Millard J. Berquist 
and his associate, the Rev. O. C. 
Wilbanks of the First Baptist 
Church, arranged for a city-wide 
meeting of about 70 ministers and 
laymen a full week in advance of the 
public meeting. To them Mr. Mayne 
gave the latest information on 
church-state problems, and public- 
ity materials for distribution among 
the various church bodies and other 
groups of the area. Ona hot Sunday 
afternoon more than 600 Tampa cit- 
izens-met to hear Blanshard in the 
downtown First Presbyterian Church, 
with the Rev. Dr. John Dickson as 
host pastor. Members of the Minis- 
terial Alliance praised the work of 
POAU. 


The occupants of “the green 
benches of St. Petersburg” buzzed 
with the discussion of the pamphlet, 
The Book They Couldn’t Ban, con- 
cerning Blanshard’s American Free- 
dom and Catholic Power. A striking 
display on church and state relations, 
provided by national POAU head- 
quarters, appeared in front of the 
stately columns of the host church 
on the day prior to the public meet- 
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ing. Newspapers carried advance 
notices of the meeting. Printed an- 
nouncements distributed by laymen 
to their churches, and to hotels, listed 
three questions which would be an- 
swered by Blanshard at the public 
meeting: “1. Should President Tru- 
man appoint an envoy to the Vati- 
can? 2. Should your taxes be used 
to support parochial schools? 3. 
Should Church and State be kept 
separate, or be united as in Franco’s 
Spain?” 

The largest meeting of the Florida 
tour took place on a warm Saturday 
night when more than 1300 persons 
crowded into St. Petersburg’s First 
Baptist Church. The host pastor, the 
Rev. Dr. Earl Edington, welcomed 
the huge assemblage. An eager and 
applauding audience gave the speak- 
er one of the liveliest hearings of the 
tour. 





Philippine Churchmen 
Fight Vatican Envoy 


Acting on reports of “well ad- 
vanced” plans for sending a special 
Philippine envoy to the Vatican, the 
Philippine Federation of Christian 
Churches recently sent a memorial to 
President Elpidio Quirino stating their 
unalterable opposition to the move. 
(RNS) 





No March Issue 


An unusually heavy work load 
last month—particularly in connec- 
tion with the preparations for the 
highly successful POAU tour of 
Florida which is reported elsewhere 
in this issue—kept the headquarters 
staff so busy that it was found im- 
possible to issue the March number 
of the Church and State Newsletter. 
With this issue, we resume publica- 
tion as usual. 





BLANSHARD 


(Continued from page 1) 
overtaken the Netherlands, where 
a Roman Catholic minority has suc. 
ceeded in building up its parochiaj 
school system at public expense, to the 
point where it is today 60 per cent 
larger than the public school system 
in which non-Catholic Netherland. 
ers firmly believe. Similar trends 
he observed, are apparent in other 
countries such as Belgium and 
France, with a likelihood that in the 
latter a fierce struggle between the 
opposing forces will soon take place. 
“We can avoid this tragic spectacle 
of national division only by adhering 
faithfully to the American principle 
of full freedom for all faiths without 
government intervention of any 
kind,” he maintained. 


Temperate Approach 


“All Americans,” Blanshard plead- 
ed, “should adopt an attitude of tem- 
perate and tolerant opposition to 
present policies of the Vatican which 
lead to a segregated culture.” The 
current deadlock over federal aid to 
education must be broken, he said, 
so that “new funds for public schools, 
especially in the South,” may be ob- 
tained. 


POAU Unprejudiced 


The noted author also praised 
POAU for “keeping its sights high” 
and remaining free of any taint of 
“personal prejudice against any re- 
ligion or religious group.” He pointed 
out that POAU’s ideological differ- 
ences with the Roman Catholic hier- 
archy have arisen because of undem- 
ocratic policies of the hierarchy, not 
of POAU. As an example, he cited 
the Roman Catholic rule that Cath- 
olic nurses should prevent the sum- 
moning of non-Catholic clergymen to 
the bedsides of non-Catholic patients, 
and commented that non-Catholic 
citizens should bear that in mind 
when they are approached for contri- 
butions to Catholic hospitals which 
pretend to function as public institu- 
tions. 

During the discussion period which 
terminated the Jacksonville rally, 
members of the audience rose to give 
instances of illegal use of public 
school busses by parochial school 
children in their area, and urged that 
the soon-to-be-formed Jacksonville 
POAU chapter give this matter its 
prompt attention. 

“Religion is not within the pur- 
view of human government.” —James 
Madison. 
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WISCONSIN PARENTS MOVE TO END 
PUBLIC-PAROCHIAL SCHOOL TIE-UP 


Tired of seeing the public schools 
for which they pay taxes swallowed 
up by Roman Catholic parochial 
schools, many Wisconsin parents are 
determined to seek aid in the courts. 
Ellis H. Dana, executive secretary of 
the Wisconsin Council of Churches 
and a member of POAU’s Executive 
Committee, is resolutely pressing for 
action to satisfy the parents’ griev- 
ances. POAU Executive Director 
Glenn L. Archer will speak at Madi- 
son on April 18. 

At Lima, Henry Skogstad, a farm 
laborer, has been requested to pay an 
estimated $200 a year in transpor- 
tation and tuition charges for each 
of three children whom he is sending 
to the public school at Durand ra- 
ther than to the Sacred Heart “pub- 
lic’? school in Lima. The latter is, 
of course, a parochial school with 
which available public schools—five 
of them—have been “gradually” 
combined under the fraudulent des- 
ignation of “Lima Consolidated State 
Graded School.” Skogstad and oth- 
er non-Catholic parents tried to con- 
tinue sending their children to the 
nearby Averill public school after the 
“consolidation,” but local authori- 
ties locked them out. Then, to make 
the injustice even worse, school offi- 
cials ruled that those parents who 





High Court Review 
Denied to Melish 


The recent approval by Episcopal 
Bishop James P. deWolfe of a pension 
application submitted by Dr. John 
Howard Melish, former pastor of 
New York City’s Holy Trinity Epis- 
copal Church, signified the end of a 
two-year struggle by Dr. Melish to 
remain at his post in spite of the dis- 
approval of his ecclesiastical supe- 
rior. Dr. Melish’s application for re- 
tirement was made only after the 
United States Supreme Court de- 
clined to hear his appeal from a New 
York court’s decision ordering his 
removal (Church and State News- 
letter, January, 1951). 

Originally, court intervention had 
been sought by the forces opposed to 
Dr. Melish because of the political 


activities of his son and associate 
pastor, William Howard Melish. The 
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preferred to send their children to 
the Durand public school, six miles 
away, would have to pay transpor- 
tation and tuition costs! 


State Dodges Issue 


In spite of protests from the par- 
ents, Dr. Dana, and church leaders 
such as the Rev. Maurice Haehlen of 
the First Congregational Church at 
Eau Claire, State Schools Superin- 
tendent George E. Watson has de- 
clined to take any forthright posi- 
tion, nor did he act on an appeal filed 
last summer to combine the Averill 
district with Durand schools. Mean- 
while, the Averill-Lima consolidation 
was put through by referendum, with 
Protestants abstaining from the vote. 
William C. Fox, chairman of the dis- 
solved Averill school district, has 
filed suit to invalidate the merger. 
Superintendent Watson, named as a 
defendant, has conceded that there 
are about five other “public” schools 
in Wisconsin which are taught by 
nuns. 

A second suit has been entered to 
test the legality of operating the Sa- 
cred Heart school as a “public” 
school with state aids in the form of 
a $1,000 annual rental fee and other 
payments. 





New Mexico Officials 
Make ‘Peace’ Gesture 


A recent New Mexico State Board 
of Education ruling directed against 
the wearing of religious garb by public 
school teachers, and discouraging pub- 
lic use of “property owned by religious 
groups,’ was a direct result of the 
appeal filed by the plaintiffs in the 
Dixon Case for an extension and clari- 
fication of the original court decision. 
By this stratagem, the pro-Catholic 
state officials hope to mollify the oppo- 
sition without actually abandoning 
their malpractices. By the use of such 
phrases as “insofar as possible” to 
modify the effect of their ruling, how- 
ever, they have provided themselves 
with convenient loopholes. 











75-year-old minister consistently 
challenged the jurisdiction of civil 
courts in the matter, insisting that it 
was a case for internal church disci- 
pline, and that issuance of any court 
injunction in the dispute would vio- 
late church-state separation. 


ITALIAN POLICE CLOSE 
WALDENSIAN CHURCH 


Police officials recently invoked a 
law passed during the Fascist re- 
gime of Benito Mussolini to close a 
Waldensian church in the Sicilian 
town of Avola. The law, dating back 
to February 20, 1930, requires police 
approval for the opening of any place 
of worship. 

Guglielmo del Pesco, moderator of 
the Waldensian Church in Italy, im- 
mediately lodged a protest with the 
Minister of the Interior, pointing out 
that the Fascist law is in contraven- 
tion of Articles 17, 18 and 19 of the 
present Italian constitution. These 
articles guarantee freedom of reli- 
gious worship and assembly. 

Although other evangelical groups 
have been frequently curbed in Italy, 
this was the first reported instance of 
police action against the Waldensians, 
who are the oldest Protestant group 
in the world. 


Other Abuses 


Another legal protest concerning 
abrogation of the rights of non-Cath- 
olics has been lodged with the Minis- 
ter of Justice by the Federal Council 
of Italian Evangelical Churches after 
consultations with the Union of Ital- 
ian Jewish Communities. The com- 
plainants object to proposed new reg- 
ulations for Italian reformatories and 
penitentiaries, and demand that au- 
thorities respect the right of convicts 
to abstain from participating in Ro- 
man Catholic services, to receive re- 
ligious attention from clergymen of 
their own religion, and to change their 
religion if they desire. 





“Much argument has been derived 
from the dire fate of Nazi Germany, 
as a result of its moral collapse. We 
must recall, however, in deep humil- 
ity, that many of the German youths 
who later swaggered in SS uniforms, 
and burned children and starved pris- 
oners of war, were brought up in a 
State-supported religion. In fact, the 
seizure of the entire German school 
organization by Hitler, which was the 
keystone of his paganizing program, 
could not have been carried out if the 
Church had not already been brought 
into the State’s orbit through the pub- 
licly-taxed school teaching of reli- 
gion.” —Rabbi Abraham L. Feinberg, 
in brief presented to the Royal Com- 
mission on Education, Toronto, On- 
tario. 








Spaniard Clarifies 
Catholic World Aims 


“The Roman Catholic Church does 
not have one set of teachings for 
Spain and another for the United 
States and another for Latin Amer- 
ica,” declares a recent letter from 
Juan J. del Castillo to The New York 
Times. “This fact cannot be be- 
clouded by insulting the church in 
Spain and paying grudging tribute 
to the church outside of Spain. The 
church in Spain, reports Mr. Sulz- 
berger [Zimes correspondent], is 
sterile and reactionary, but outside 
of Spain it isn’t so bad. Well, Cath- 
olics inside and outside of Spain do 
not need or want any such sop as 
this. The church is the same all over 
the world and Catholics are proud 
of it.” 

In other words, the Roman Cath- 
olic Church seeks to establish in all 
parts of the world, including the 
United States, the same brand of 
clerical fascism which holds sway in 
Catholic: Spain (where Generalissimo 
Franco recently had to call out the 
marines to put down a popular revolt 
in Barcelona) and Catholic Argen- 
tina (where Dictator Perén has re- 
cently suppressed the great newspa- 
per, La Prensa). 


o- 
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Communists Suppress 
Christian Scientists 


A police ban has been placed on 
the practice of Christian Science in 
Soviet-controlled East Germany. 
Thousands of Christian Scientists are 
affected by the order, which is a 
throw-back to the Nazi era, when 
Hitler’s Gestapo also forced suspen- 
sion of Christian Science activities. 





‘FRIENDLIEST’ POPE 
CONDEMNS MILLIONS 


A recent newspaper headline over 
an Associated Press feature article 
by Frank Brutto describes Pope 
Pius XII as the “friendliest” pope 
because of the increasing hordes of 
people who have been admitted to 
mass audiences of the pontiff. The 
very considerable number of unof- 
fending human beings whom the Pope 
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CHICAGO REGIONAL UNIT NAMED 
FOR DR. CHARL WILLIAMS 





Executive Director Glenn L. Archer is shown as he addressed guests of the Chicago 
Regional Office of POAU at a special reception and tea celebrating its recent opening. 


Sparked by the devoted labors of 
its energetic leaders, the Charl Or- 
mond Williams Chapter of POAU is 
engaged in a trail-blazing under- 
taking designed to extend POAU’s 
educational work far beyond the con- 
fines of its home city of Chicago. The 
unit has been duly chartered as the 
first Regional Office of POAU, with 
offices at 306 S. Wabash Avenue, in 
Suite 1524 of the Kimball Building. 
The Regional Office will aid in the 
solution of church-state problems in 
many communities, placing its facil- 
ities and the services of its staff at the 
disposal of interested citizens who 
seek assistance on any question in- 
volving religious freedom. 

It was singularly fitting that such 
a chapter should have been named in 
honor of Dr. Charl Ormond Williams, 
member of POAU’s Executive Com- 
mittee and past president of the Na- 
tional Education Association, whose 
life-long service in the cause of re- 
ligious liberty and the free tax-sup- 
ported school system is a matter of 
public record. 


has condemned either in whole or in 
part, however, were unmentioned in 
the story. These include, among 
others: Masons, Rotarians, Lions, 
Kiwanians, Optimists, Templars, Odd 
Fellows, Sons of Temperance, Knights 
of Pythias, and members of the 
YMCA, YWCA, the Hi-Y’s and the 
Girl Reserves. 


Miss Amanda M. MacDonald, 
known to music-lovers for her dis- 
tinguished artistry, is chapter presi- 
dent; Miss Ramona A. Maurer, ac- 
tive member of the Christian Science 
Church, is secretary; and Mrs. Irma 
D. Carpenter, daughter of the late 
Chief Justice Frank Doster of the 
Kansas Supreme Court, is treasurer. 
Mrs. Carpenter has spent much time 
and money to launch and sustain the 
Chicago unit, and has been a staunch 
consultant to the national organiza- 
tion. Fund-raising activities of the 
chapter will be keyed to a definite 
financial quota which is now being 
determined. 

The unit was formally launched 
last November with a reception and 
tea in commemoration of the birth 
and life of Martin Luther. Early 
meetings of the chapter have been 
addressed by Miss Williams, Nation- 
al Executive Director Glenn L. 
Archer and the Rev. William A. 
Dunlap, minister of Chicago’s Buena 
Memorial Presbyterian Church, 
among others. 





"52 CONFERENCE SET 


POAU’s Fourth National Conference 
on Church and State will be held in 
Washington, April 23-24, 1952. Dr. 
John A. Mackay, president of Prince- 
ton Theological Seminary and vice- 
president of POAU, will address the 
Constitution Hall session on the eve- 
ning of April 24. 
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New York School Board Bows 


To Hierarchy on Source Book 


Yielding to pressure from New York City’s unofficial board of censors 
better known as the Roman Catholic hierarchy), officials of the Board of 
Education have virtually repudiated an official public school curriculum 
ide which was published and distributed to public school administrators 


last year. 

In the face of attacks by the Rt. 
Rev. Msgr. John S. Middleton, sec- 
retary for education in the New 
York archdiocese, and the faculty of 
the Jesuit institution, Fordham Uni- 
versity, “Superintendent of Schools 
William Jansen said that the bulle- 
tin had never been formally approved 
by the Board of Superintendents, al- 
though the foreword was written by 
Dr. Jansen himself and the book is 
obviously an official publication of 
the Board of Education.” (The 
Brooklyn Tablet, official diocesan 
newspaper, February 17, 1951.) Dr. 
Jansen was also said to have prom- 
ised “that hereafter a closer check 
would be made of materials sent to 
the schools as official publications of 
the Board of Education.” 


“Atheism” Charged 


Msgr. Middleton and the Ford- 
ham professors denounced the bulle- 
tin (entitled Source Materials in Cur- 
riulum Development) for making an 
“atheistic” attack on Scholasticism, 
and, therefore, on the Roman Cath- 
dlic Church. Leaders of the Public 
Education Association, on the other 
hand, declared that they had studied 
the bulletin and believed it to be “a 
valuable contribution to today’s edu- 
cation.” Scholasticism in the com- 
monly used sense of ‘“‘narrow adher- 
ence to traditional teachings, doc- 
trines or methods,’ they added, is 
hardly a concept to be defended by 
any group. Nevertheless, Schools 
Superintendent Jansen apologized 
profusely for the few words in the 
bulletin which referred to Scholasti- 
cism without the reverence demanded 
by the Roman Catholic hierarchy, 
and said that he had ordered Miss 
Ethel F. Huggard, Associate Superin- 
tendent of Schools in charge of cur- 
riculum development, to make an “‘in- 
vestigation.”” Miss Huggard’s name, 
as well as Dr. Jansen’s, had appeared 
on the inside cover of the book when 
it was published. 

Dr. Jansen’s record during the 
three and a half years since he was ap- 
pointed Schools Superintendent is re- 
vedlingly analyzed in the book, 
Searchlight: An Exposé of New York 
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To Make POAU Award 


Another in POAU’s series of $100 
scholarship grants has been accepted 
by the Southwestern Baptist Theo- 
logical Seminary, Fort Worth, Tex., 
and will be awarded by a faculty 
committee to the student writing the 
best paper on an important question 
in church-state relations. 





COLOMBIAN PRIMATE ASKS 
STATE TO WAR ON ‘SECTS’ 
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The above photograph shows the remains of a Presbyterian Church in Dabeiba, Colombia, 
after it was bombed by Roman Catholic fanatics on November 6, 1949. (Picture courtesy 
of the Board of Foreign Missions, Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A.) 


We are indebted to the National 
Association of Evangelicals for the 
following “reliable translation of a 
news item and an editorial” which 
appeared recently in a Colombia 
newspaper, under the by-line of 
Timoleon Gomez: 

“Great interest was manifest in all 
sections of public opinion by the no- 
tice that His Excellency, the Arch- 
bishop Primate of Colombia, Mon- 
signor Crisanto Luque, had sent a 
note to the Minister of Government 
by means of which he requested per- 
mission to initiate in all the land a 
determined campaign against com- 
munism and against all sects that 





City Schools, $2.00, Teachers Center 
Press, 206 West 15th Street, New 
York, N. Y. The book has a fore- 
word by Professor John J. De Boer 
of the College of Education, Univer- 
sity of Tllinois. 


differ from the Roman Catholic (Re- 
ligion).”’ 

The editorial called the proposal 
a “useless inflaming of an always 
unfortunate religious war... .” For 
an example of the atrocities which 
have previously been perpetrated in 
Colombia by devoted followers of the 
Archbishop Primate of the country, 
see picture. 


(Cut out and Mail) 





HERE IS MY GIFT ssesssssssse 


Believing in the work you are doing | 








enclose $ 


(Make check payable to “POAU”, 1633 
Mass. Ave., N. W., Washington 6, D. C.) 


[-] | wish to become a member ($2 or 
more) 

[_] Please renew my Membership. 

[_] Please send free packet of literature. 


Name 








Mailing Address 








‘FREE RIDES’ 


(Continued from page 2) 

bill on that subject with a view to 
preventing “any legislative inroads 
on the time-honored principle of sep- 
aration of church and state.” (See 
story on page 5 concerning the 
“consolidation” of public with paro- 
chial schools in some Wisconsin lo- 
calities, and of Dr. Dana’s fight on 
this evil.) 

A new law has been passed in New 
Mexico to allow parochial school pu- 
pils to ride free on public school 
busses. Governor Edwin L. Mechem, 
in signing the bill, said that he had 
an opinion from Attorney General 
Joe L. Martinez that it was consti- 
tutional. Martinez’ opinion, how- 
ever, differs from that of Judge E. 
Turner Hensley of the District Court 
at Santa Fe, who in 1949 decided, in 
the Dixon Case, that the practice was 
illegal. (See story on page 5 for fur- 
ther developments in the Dixon Case, 
now under appeal.) State Repre- 
sentative Lewis Cox, of Clovis, voted 
for the bus bill with great misgivings 
that it might be “the first inroad of 
the Church on the State.” Rep. 
Gerald V. Boykin, of Belen, opposed 
the bill, saying, “It’s one step to 
tear down our public schools.”’ 


Defeated in 3 States 


A similar measure was introduced 
into the Montana legislature, but 
died in committee. A Washington 
bus bill was passed in the House, 
amended in the Senate, and then de- 
feated when returned to the House. 
An Indiana bill to allow the use of 
state funds partially to reimburse 
townships for providing free trans- 
portation to parochial schools along 
“normal” routes, was killed by a 
House committee. 

Undaunted by previous defeats, 


New Yorkers Organize Chapter, 
Schedule Carnegie Hall Rally 


Moving to counteract what they termed dangerous and undemocratic 


“ecclesiastical pressures exerted on the civil authorities,” a representative 


group of New York City leaders crowded the Community Church recently | 


to hear an address by POAU Executive Director Glenn L. Archer, and then 
proceeded to establish the Metropolitan Committee for Religious Liberty 
) 


the latest of POAU’s growing family 
of local chapters. 
As its first order of business, the 


newly formed Executive Committee - 


made arrangements for a mass Re- 
ligious Liberty Rally, to be held at 
Carnegie Hall on May 1, with Paul 
Blanshard and Edwin McNeill Po- 
teat as the principal speakers. 

Dr. Guy Emery Shipler, editor of 
The Churchman, was elected chapter 
president; Philip Lukin, treasurer; 
and John V. Watson, secretary. Ex- 
ecutive Committee members include 
the Rev. Donald Harrington, host 
pastor at the meeting; Dr. John W. 
Bradbury, editor of The Watchman- 
Examiner; Mrs. Frank Dunn; and 
other professional, ministerial, rab- 
binical and lay leaders whose names 
will be announced later. 

The Metropolitan Chapter is ex- 
pected to be the forerunner of a se- 
ries of units to be established in all 
parts of New York City, and to serve 
as POAU Regional Headquarters for 
the New York area. 





parochial school interests are trying 
to push a bus bill through the cur- 
rent session of the California legis- 
lature. They are also expected to 
have a try at it in the Pennsylvania 
legislature. 

In Greenrield, 


Mass., Attorney 
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Unit Secretary 





John V. Watson 





Felix J. Cerrato, representing the lo- 
cal Roman Catholic church, persuad- 
ed the school committee to accept the 
notion that it is a ‘town’s responsibil- 
ity to provide the same service to 
parochial and public school pupils.” 
The committee decided to provide 
free bus transportation for Mr. and 
Mrs. Harland Parrott’s two sons who 
are attending paruchial schoul. 
Highway Safety Bill 
New Jersey legislators are consid- 
ering a proposed revision in the state 
motor vehicle laws which would 
broaden the definition of “school bus” 
to include parochial school busses, so 
that drivers on New Jersey high- 
ways would be required to observe 
the same safety rules when approach- 
ing parochial school busses as when 
approaching public school busses. 
Such a bill, if passed, would not in 
itself involve any violation of church- 
state separation, since no financial or 
ideological support would be ad- 
vanced by the state under its terms. 
But the Roman Catholic hierarchy 
would, of course, try to use it as 4 
“precedent” for public support. 
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